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MEMORANDUM FOR FILE

In Reference 1, a computer-generated view of the
Descartes landing area representing the region visible from
the LM just after high-gate was presented. 1In order to more
fully appreciate the topographic features in the Apollo 16
landing region, an aerial view was generated from the vantage
~point of an observer 3077 meters (~10,000 ft) above the point

8°57's, 15°9'E (+11 km west of the landing site) looking to
the east.

The computer-generated representation of the lunar
surface is produced by processing digitized elevation data
obtained from the U. S. Army TOPOCOM using both 1:25,000 and
1:100,000 scale maps of the Descartes region. The 1:25,000
scale map is roughly centered on the landing area and inset
into the 1:100,000 scale map (the interface between the two
maps occasionally appears as a discontinuity or fault line in
the scene). The data are scanned to determine which points
are visible to the observer, plotted in perspective and con-
nected by lines of constant latitude and longitude. In the
foreground the lunar surface is depicted by a grid 50 by 50
meters. The background points are connected by a grid 100 by

100 meters to reduce the darkening as the lines become close
together. Note that the relative brightness of surface features
is due to variations in line density and does not correspond
No shadows have been in-

to the actual albedo of the scene.
cluded on the scene.
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1. "Computer-Generated View of the Descartes Landing Area from
the LM just after Hi-Gate," Bellcomm Memorandum for File
B71 11021, R. A. Bass, G. S. Taylor, S. C. Wynn, November 18,
1971.
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